
“Meeting Jesus on his terms” 

Matthew 16:13-23



Matthew 16:16–20

Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the 

Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered 

him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For 

flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, 

but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell 

you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will 

build my church, and the gates of hell shall 

not prevail against it. 



  1st Truth- 

      Life-changing knowledge (spiritual 

comprehension) of the Savior Jesus- God’s 

Son- is not humanly discerned or ascertained.  

It is revealed by God.



Matthew 11:25–27

   

 At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, 

Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you 

have hidden these things from the wise and 

understanding and revealed them to little 

children; yes, Father, for such was your 

gracious will. All things have been handed 

over to me by my Father, and no one knows 

the Son except the Father, and no one knows 

the Father except the Son and anyone to 

whom the Son chooses to reveal him.



 Romans 10:16–17

   But they have not all obeyed the gospel. 

For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed 

what he has heard from us?” So faith 

comes from hearing, and hearing through 

the word of Christ.



 Matthew 16:23

   But he turned and said to Peter, “Get 

behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to 

me. For you are not setting your mind on 

the things of God, but on the things of 

man.”



Matthew 4:8–11

Again, the devil took him to a very high 

mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of 

the world and their glory. And he said to him, 

“All these I will give you, if you will fall down 

and worship me.”  Then Jesus said to him, “Be 

gone, Satan! For it is written,

 “‘You shall worship the Lord your God 

and him only shall you serve.’”

 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels 

came and were ministering to him.



   Luke 22:31–32

  “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded 

to have you, that he might sift you like 

wheat, but I have prayed for you that your 

faith may not fail. And when you have 

turned again, strengthen your brothers.”



   Matthew 16:18–20

   And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this 

rock I will build my church, and the gates of 

hell shall not prevail against it. I will give 

you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 

whatever you bind on earth shall be bound 

in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 

shall be loosed in heaven.” Then he strictly 

charged the disciples to tell no one that he 

was the Christ.



 2nd Truth- 

 Jesus is building his church, and because 

he has all authority, not even death and 

hell can threaten it.



Ephesians 2:19–20

 So then you are no longer strangers 

and aliens, but you are fellow citizens 

with the saints and members of the 

household of God, built on the 

foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, Christ Jesus himself being 

the cornerstone,

 



Acts 10:42–45

 To him all the prophets bear witness that 

everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

While Peter was still saying these things, 

the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the 

word. And the believers from among the 

circumcised who had come with Peter 

were amazed, because the gift of the Holy 

Spirit was poured out even on the 

Gentiles.



 Main Point: 

 God puts people in his church, and 

Jesus preserves people in his church, 

even beyond death.  May this 

strengthen our trust and our faith in 

Him!
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