
Exodus chapters 11-12

Death of the firstborn and   

the Passover



Contrasts in the narrative of Exodus:

--Impotence of Egyptian gods contrasted with 

the omnipotence of Yahweh

--Disobedience of Pharaoh contrasted with the 

obedience of Moses

--Calamity brought on Egypt contrasted with the 

protection of Israel



Exodus 10:27–29

But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he 

would not let them go.  Then Pharaoh said to him, 

“Get away from me; take care never to see my face 

again, for on the day you see my face you shall die.” 

Moses said, “As you say! I will not see your face 

again.”



Exodus 29:45–46

I will dwell among the people of Israel and will be 

their God. And they shall know that I am the LORD 

their God, who brought them out of the land of Egypt 

that I might dwell among them. I am the LORD their 

God. 



Exodus 23:32–33

You shall make no covenant with them and their gods. 

They shall not dwell in your land, lest they make you 

sin against me; for if you serve their gods, it will 

surely be a snare to you.”



Exodus 12:1–3

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of 

Egypt, “This month shall be for you the beginning 

of months. It shall be the first month of the year for 

you. Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the 

tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb 

according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb for a 

household.



Main Truth-

The Passover (death of the firstborn and the meal),  

demonstrates what is required to be delivered from 

spiritual death and brought into relationship with 

God.



First Criteria- A substitute who will absorb God’s 

judgment upon sin.

Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of 

this month every man shall take a lamb according to their 

fathers’ houses, a lamb for a household.  Exodus 12:3

For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I 

will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man 

and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute 

judgments: I am the LORD. Exodus 12:12



Second Criteria- A perfect substitute to atone for sins and 

establish a relationship with God.

Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You 

may take it from the sheep or from the goats, and you shall 

keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the 

whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their 

lambs at twilight.   Exodus 12:5–6



Hebrews 11:28

By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the 

blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might 

not touch them. 



1 Corinthians 5:7–8

Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a 

new lump, as you really are unleavened. For 

Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 

Let us therefore celebrate the festival, not with 

the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but 

with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.



Hebrews 9:14 ESV

how much more will the blood of Christ, who 

through the eternal Spirit offered himself 

without blemish to God, purify our 

conscience from dead works to serve the 

living God. 
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